An agarose gel resolving a wide range of DNA fragment lengths.
To resolve DNA fragments ranging from several kilobases to some tens of base pairs in length, an agarose slab gel of steadily increasing thickness has been designed. During electrophoresis a gradient of decreasing electric-field strength is generated throughout the gel from the cathode end to the anode end. Shorter fragments which migrate further are decelerated, resulting in an increased linearity of the relationship between mobility and molecular weight.